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UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Clean Marina Progra

The Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consodilean Marina Programs are voluntary pros
has partnered with several state and Iocaleagmttmshelpm%mannas improve those par
and organizations to develop a Clean Matie@r operations that impact the environment ar
Program for Mississippi and Alabama. Thbgm@psays Tim Reid, MASGC Communice

Coordinator. OThe result

. is the marina operates
Another Florida marina (left) receives itOs official Clean Maring dé3igriaese @fficient and
special ceremony. Many marinas, such as ZekeOs Marina in Ofandg@BEaEMANI@RIKEndly
have expressed an intérest in a similar program in Mississippiland@8B&mand In return the
marina should see long
term cost savings and
increased income from
boaters looking for clean
marinas at which to stay.C
One of the first steps
in developing the program
will be a marina owner/
operator workshop in
March 2003. This
workshop will not
only discuss the
establishment of a

. expects to implement the prograirstate clean marina program, but will also
States With Clean the bi-state area in 2003. include a special presentation on financial ince
Marina Programs The concept is not new. Therarat@ssistance available to marinas interest
currently 10 clean marina progremigiproving their operations; and a discussi
' ’ around the country, including Texafgrming a bi-state marina owner/operator
~ -'4»\ U Florida and the Tennessee Vallegss@zation. . _ .
.. ‘ ’ A;- . Each program.encourages marina®tesently, the steering committee include:
‘ R ", LASHIHEE  become a designated Oclean nrapres@ntatives from several local and state ag
. " “1“* Programs by meeting certain criteria aimeih@tiding in AL: the Marine Resources Depart
-‘.‘ improving water quality and poll@tepartment of Conservation & Natural Reso
.—-' < | NEEIINE  prevention at their site. MarinasDauphin Island Sea Lab, Mobile Bay NEP,
“‘ Programs Interested in the program beginMgpartment of Environmental Management a
‘( completing a self-audit of their matbarn Marine Extension and Research Cer
\ and its operating practices. In tleoskin MS: the Department of Marine Resou
__areas in which the marina fails taHaeebck County, Biloxi Port Commission,
There are presently ten exisfing Clean Marina the minimum standards, the clean marina gﬁ asippi Coastal Research and Extension
programs, and seven more under development. works with the marina operators to help thech MASGC. Other committee representativ
' incorporate established best managementipchatieebe US Coast Guard, AL Coastal Foul
to raise them to those standards. and AL Gulf Coast Convention and Visitors E

GUIf Mercury FROM THE DIRECTOR
Work Continues! m——

Though the _frlequency OL TIV news r%ports ;uhe MASGC Perspective of
newspaper articles on methylmercury has w PG
dramatically in recent months, the issue itse?‘a“r't‘“ Communities Development

(r)et)ma?igfg% r?iizgah[igggrgr){ Iﬁé '\éﬁ?ggag?g nsde;?ral rr](llqgastal areas The MASGC has a history of addressing C
. 0 i /

the country. A Task Force has been created prise 17% of the’ Communities Development issues through st

President Bush to investigate the matter, the pliguous U.S. land area, science and outreach. For example, our

Gulf of Mexico Program set up a Mercury WO are home to more Extension Program provides leadership in

Group to help states adopt consistent Gulf-wiian 53% of the nationOs the Alabama Clean Water Partnership,

mercury advisories, and MASGC is developipgpulation. Coastal co-sponsors a Steam Bank Restoration

a seafood consumption survey which will helfg)pulations are expected Program, and conducts Coastal Wetlands

establish seafood eating patterns among Gutb increase by 27 million Diversity Programs for K-12 teachers and real

Coast residents. . by 2015. The scientificDr. LaDon Swan®ur Legal Program is compiling new reseat
One of the most recent developments is_th&mmunity must address Director in the form of sample statutes and ordinanc

B[Jeballité%?i é’rﬁ %l%ﬁg%%%egybﬁséﬁ% argw;%gig, the cumulative impacts from population gaiwelul at sustainable coastal development :
Alabama Sea Grant Extension Proaram Leadﬁﬂlong our coasts and discover ways to minitihzeeconducting workshops on Land Use
and Director of the Auburn Marine Education e negative impacts of an expanding coasthlWetlands issues. Our Communication
and Research Center in Mobile. The aim of theopulation by conducting Oscience with Brogram is providing the essential leadersh
publication is to answer the most common quesfittigose.O Our Outreach Programs tackiastiisbama and Mississippi develop Clean M
Bosed by the general public and to answer theasue by anticipating the gaps in knowledgy®gvams. The MASGC is collaborating witf
ased qn scientific research, but presented inface and provide educational programs to Etwhile Bay National Estuary Program in fun
laymanOs terms. This publication Is in its final reviiinable or smart growth through an impréieslthy Coastal Communities Initiative wl
and will be available in the next few weeks onfiglerstanding of how to minimize the effedtspsbvide much needed coordination of
(See Mercury...back page) population growth. (See Director - back page)






