
The Mississippi-
Alabama Sea Grant
Consortium (MASGC) is
a federal and bi-state
partnership that funds
research, outreach, and
education. Each year we
disperse more than $1.2
million for marine science
programs to address
important issues which involve the conservation
and sustainable development of our coastal
resources.

As part of our Federal Omnibus package,
we set aside approximately 7% of our $1.2
million annual budget to fund program
development (PD) grants. PD grants are one
year in duration and generally limited to
$10,000 plus a 50% non-federal match. Our
PD program provides the MASGC with the
flexibility to respond to emerging issues during
the two-year interval between our Omnibus
funding cycles. PD grants also provide new
investigators with the opportunity to collect
much needed preliminary data to enhance
their chances of funding if they chose to
compete in our larger two-year Omnibus grant
program. Anyone is eligible for PD funding;
however, contacting our program management
team ensures that each proposed research idea
fits within one of our strategic goals and
provides the potential investigator with
recommendations on how to integrate the
research with our outreach or education
program areas.

The format and review guidelines are

straightforward. These guidelines may be found
on our MASGC web site under “Funding
Opportunities.” If the proposal involves
industry partners, then letters of support are
encouraged. The completed proposal is sub-
mitted to our Programs Officer. The final
funding decision is based on two merit reviews
and discussions with our management team.

The MASGC currently has money available
to fund three or four more PD projects during
the next year. At present, we have 12 PD
projects underway and 4 in review. We
encourage anyone with interest in our PD grant
program to contact our office. Our ongoing
PD projects are listed above.

Two Alabama marinas and one in Mississippi
are the first marinas to be designated as “clean
marinas” by the Alabama-Mississippi Clean
Marina Program. In Alabama, on April 28th,
Zeke’s Landing Marina in Orange Beach and Dog
River Marina in Mobile were evaluated by the
Program’s Review Team to determine if they had
met the requirements to become a designated
clean marina. Both passed.

On June 17th, Alabama’s Lieutenant Governor
Lucy Baxley, as well as several other local
dignitaries, were on hand at Zeke’s to watch
marina manager Tom Steber receive the Clean
Marina flag and plaque. Steber spoke of his hope
that his is only the first of many marinas that will
work toward this designation, and he is com-
mitted to help other marinas reach the same goal.

Marina manager Bob Schwarz and owner
Sonny Middleton of the Dog River Marina took
a different tack at their designation ceremony
held at the marina on June 30th. The two were
very adamant that the credit for marina
designation belonged to the employees for all the
hard work that they put into operating and
maintaining the marina at such a high level. There
were about 30 marina employees on hand to enjoy
the ceremony and the buffet lunch that followed.

The Beau Rivage Marina in Biloxi, MS was

evaluated April 29th and received its certification
on July 13th. The Beau’s president Jeff Dahl, and
marina manager Doug Gaberty, spoke to those

gathered at the ceremony about the Beau’s
commitment to the environment and to the
community. They plan to fly the flag at the
entrance of the marina so that it is visible for all
boaters passing by.

The Alabama-Mississippi Clean Marina
Program was launched in

early 2004 as a
cooperative effort
lead by MASGC in
partnership with
the Mississippi
Department of Marine
Resources; the Alabama
Department of
Conservation and
Natural Resources, State
Lands Division, Coastal
Section; the Mobile Bay
National Estuary Program;

and the United States Coast Guard. Its purpose
is to educate marinas on best management
practices (BMP) targeted at protecting the water
and land around the marina, and to provide
resources to implement these practices. BMP’s
cover seven areas including waste management,
fuel control, vessel maintenance and repair, and
marina management.
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Above: MASGC Communications Coordinator
Tim Reid and Mississippi DMR Director Bill
Walker present the Clean Marina plaque to
Beau Rivage’s president Jeff Dahl and marina
manager Doug Gaberty. Right: Alabama Clean
Marina Coordinator Shonda Borden presents the
Clean Marina flag to Dog River Marina owner
Sonny Middleton (l) and manager Bob Schwarz (r).



Restoration Efforts Continue

Breaking the Grip of the Rip

In three on-going restoration projects—two in
Mississippi and one in Alabama—MASGC has
partnered with six organizations to improve coastal
water quality and critical fish habitat through the
creation and installation of artificial reefs.

In the Saw Grass Point Salt Marsh on Dauphin
Island, AL, the placement of 182 constructed
reefs will minimize the negative effects of boat
wash and erosion and restore two acres of aquatic
habitat. These hollow concrete pyramids with
triangular holes are currently under construction
and will be put in place in September. With a
total cost of $125,000, the project is being funded
by MASGC, the Gulf of Mexico Foundation, and
Artificial Reefs, Inc. which has provided more
than $50,000 in in-kind contribution.

This summer the Mississippi Department of

Marine Resources (DMR) distributed
approximately 900 cubic yards of oyster shells in
St. Louis Bay near Mallini Bayou. Next, 50 cubic
yards of live oysters were spread on the shells to
spawn and create larvae. The project will demon-
strate the oyster’s ability to improve water quality
and create fish habitat. MASGC joined five
organizations to help support the DMR in this
project and a similar one in Biloxi’s Back Bay.

The joint research project was funded through
a grant from the Gulf of Mexico Foundation. In
addition to MASGC, partners in these grants
include Coastal Conservation Association,
Mississippi Gulf Fishing Banks, The University
of Southern Mississippi’s J.L. Scott Aquarium,
The Nature Conservancy, and the Office of
Congressman Gene Taylor.

Kirsten Larsen, a
research assistant and
graduate student at
the University of
Southern
Mississippi’s Gulf
Coast Research
Laboratory, has
been awarded a
Dean John A.
Knauss Marine
Policy Fellowship for 2005.

“The Knauss Fellowship offers me
the opportunity to work with people
and agencies that are integral in the
management and protection of marine
resources,” she said. “Working with
persons from a variety of fields will give
me the opportunity to incorporate their
ideas into my understanding of marine
resource conservation, protection, and
management.”

Larsen holds a bachelor’s degree in
biology from the University of Wisconsin
and is completing a master’s in the same
field at USM. She plans to pursue a
doctorate in fisheries science with a long-
range goal of working in a fisheries
division of a state or federal agency.

The Knauss Fellowship provides a
unique educational experience to
students who have an interest in ocean
and coastal resources and in the national
policy decisions affecting those resources.
The program matches qualified graduate
students with hosts in the legislative and
executive branch of government located
in the Washington, D.C. area, for a one-
year paid fellowship.

New Mercury
Report Released

In June, the National Science and
Technology Council Committee (NSTC)
on the Environment and Natural
Resources published a report citing
current knowledge and research needs
of methylmercury in the Gulf of Mexico
in response to a May 2002 conference
initiated and led by MASGC, The
Mobile NEP, The FORUM, and Mobile
Bay Watch.

The Mercury Forum was held in
Mobile, AL and explored methylmercury
based on current and past scientific
research. As a result, Alabama State
Senator Jeff Sessions requested that
President Bush reactivate the NSTC’s
Interagency Working Group on
Methylmercury to assess the research
and monitoring activities in the Gulf of
Mexico and to make recommendations
for federal and state agencies involved
in mercury issues.

The NSTC report addresses impacts
on local, regional, continental, and
global scales. It states that the majority
of human exposure to methylmercury
comes from the consumption of fish
and shellfish. A better understanding
of the methylation process in marine
environments is critical for the Gulf
of Mexico region, and globally as well.

For a copy of the report visit
www.masgc.org.

Dr. Richard Marchase, Acting Vice President for Research
at The University of Alabama at Birmingham replaces Dr.
Joan Lorden.

Dr. Judy Stout, Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs and director of the University Honors Program at
the University of South Alabama, replaces Dr. James
Wolfe who retired.

Dr. Cecil Burge, Vice President of Research & Economic
Development at The University of Southern Mississippi,
replaces Dr. Angeline Dvorak.

Dr. Keith McDowell, Vice President for Research at
The University of Alabama, replaces Dr. Robert Wells.

To help keep beachgoers safe as they enjoy the
waters of the Alabama coast and Mississippi’s

barrier islands, MASGC
has launched a
campaign to educate
swimmers on the
dangers of rip
currents. Rip
currents are water
currents that run
perpendicular to
the shoreline and
may travel 50 to
500 yards
offshore. They
often occur as

wave action recedes
toward the ocean through

sandbars which narrow the water flow and increase
its velocity to up to five miles an hour—too strong
for even Olympic swimmers to swim against.

This summer, when vacationing families pay
their parking fees, they will receive a rip current

brochure from the Gulf Shores (AL) Beach
Authority personnel. The brochures explain
how to spot rip currents, how to avoid them,
and what to do if caught in one, among other
safe swimming tips.

In addition to the 20,000 brochures being
distributed, the public education program includes
the posting of 170 aluminum 12 x 18-inch signs
along beaches, boardwalks, and hotel/condo
facilities located on the beach. The program’s
next efforts will include 40,000 more brochures,
smaller plastic signs for indoor postings, and
refrigerator magnets that will be distributed to
the area’s condo complexes.

Together, the brochures and signs should help
spread the information on these dangerous
currents that claim more than 100 deaths each
year—of which about 20 occur between Dauphin
Island, AL and Panama City Beach, FL. Rip
currents also account for more than 80 percent
of rescues performed by beach lifeguards.

For more information on rip currents, visit:
www.ripcurrents.noaa.gov, or www.masgc.org.

New Board Members
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium recently welcomed several

new members to its Board of Directors.

Larsen selected for
Knauss Fellowship


