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MASGC has
always believed
birding plays an
important part of
the ecology of the
Coast and has

supported it through research and outreach
since 1985 when it helped to fund the
writing and printing of the book, “Birds
of the Mississippi Coast and Where to
Find Them.” Published in 1987 by
University Press of Mississippi, the book
was designed to be suitable for both
amateur birders and the professional
ornithologist; it provided specific
information on approximately 265 species
of birds.

Subsequent research projects have
addressed the study of intercontinental
migrant bird habitat use along the northern
coast of the Gulf of Mexico and the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. On the outreach
and education side, MASGC has promoted
the Great Backyard Bird Count in
Mississippi and Alabama, helping to engage
bird lovers of all ages and levels of expertise
and to encourage a lifelong interest in
birding and wildlife viewing.

MASGC has also sponsored workshops
presented by renowned wildlife
photographer Tom Ulrich, who has
captured a host of birds through his lens.

This month, to promote appreciation
and conservation of coastal wildlife and
habitats through education, responsible
nature-based tourism, and public
awareness, MASGC is co-sponsoring the
first Alabama Coastal BirdFest scheduled
for October 14–17.

Not even Hurricane Ivan can keep people
from flocking to the Alabama Coastal BirdFest
set for October 14–17 and centered in
Fairhope, AL.

“The good news is we’re still going to have
a festival,” said Dr. John Borom, director of
Faulkner State Community College in Fairhope,
president of the Mobile Bay Audubon Society,
and one of the festival organizers. “Most of the
area was not damaged that much. People will

see a lot of debris, but they will also see a lot
of birds.”

This first-time event, of which MASGC is
a major sponsor, has attracted birders from
across the nation as well as Canada. The festival
will highlight several areas which have been
designated among the 500 Globally Important
Bird Areas in the United States and will focus

on both resident and migratory birds.
Fourteen field trips, to be led by national

and regional experts, will feature the Alabama
Coastal Birding Trail, a series of loops that
include the birding spots most frequented by
Alabama birders. Participants will also visit Fort
Morgan, Dauphin Island, the Mobile-Tenshaw
Delta, Blakeley Island, and Gulf Shores-Orange
Beach.

Intended to become an annual event, the
BirdFest was designed to educate the public
about Alabama’s natural resources and
conservation issues, as well as highlight the
state’s bird life as a tourist draw.

“We will have both paid and free events and
activities, and there will be opportunities for
adults and children to learn about the amazing
array of wild birds which migrate through our
area every year.” Most free activities are planned
for Saturday, October 15, including several
workshops for children.

The festival offers beginning birders an
opportunity to learn much about birds in
compact sessions. Dr. Borom said no one has
ever been able to estimate accurately the volume
of migrating shore birds, water fowl, and other
birds that fly over the 600-mile wide Gulf of
Mexico each autumn and spring.

“Biologists estimate that the number could
run as high as six million,” he said. “They have
documented more than 200 species of birds
that use the land around the Gulf as a way
station and launch pad for their trip. The
BirdFest will be an incredible opportunity to
see not only native species, but migrating birds
from all over North America.”

 For active birders, it’s a chance to meet
others who share their passion. Proceeds from
the festival will be used to save critical bird
habitat. For more information visit:
alabamacoastalbirdfest.com.

Alabama    With its myriad of marshes, shorelines, and swamps, the
Alabama Coastal Birding Trail is a birder’s paradise. Spanning two
counties, the trail is enhanced with directional and interpretive signage
to enhance opportunities for birding enthusiasts. The trail is arranged
as a series of loops made up of the sites most
often visited by Alabama birders. Each loop
could easily take a half day or more if all the
sites are visited.

Several highlights of each trail are
described in the “Alabama Coastal Birding
Trail” brochure, which lists 50 birding sites.
This 52-page full color brochure, which
contains text, illustrations, and maps, is
available at no cost from the Alabama Gulf
Coast Convention & Visitors Bureau.
To receive a copy, call 1-800-745-7263.

For more information, visit the website:
www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com

Mississippi    Beginner birdwatchers looking for Brown Pelicans
as well as veteran birders searching for more elusive species will not be
disappointed with the Mississippi Coastal Birding Trail. The state’s first
such trail, which encompasses the six southernmost
counties, is meant to provide bird lovers visible contact
with more than 387 species. Signs, interpretive displays,
and other amenities provide guidance to birders in
exploring birding habitats within southern
Mississippi’s forests and estuarine marshes.

A detailed map, funded in part by MASGC,
contains a habitat key and a listing of typical species
found in that habitat. One section applies to birding
by boat, elemental to birding in southern Mississippi.
Maps are available at all Mississippi welcome centers.
To receive a map, contact the Mississippi-Alabama
Sea Grant Consortium at 228-818-8836, or
email your request to john.grigsby@usm.edu.
For information on the trail, call 601-661-6189.
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