
The current trend in constructing shoreline erosion 
protection structures in the Northern Gulf  of  

Mexico is to build seawalls or use shoreline revetments 
of  stone or concrete.  
 Seawalls and bulkheads certainly are viable 
options for shoreline protection, although some prob-
lems are associated with bulkheads, such as reduction 
in habitat through loss of  the land and water interface, 
reflection of  waves to areas that are not protected and 
scouring of  land underneath seawalls.  
 Homeowners and marine contractors need 
to understand that other erosion control options are 
available that might be more economical, aesthetically 
pleasing and environmentally sound.  
 Seawalls might be the best choice in areas with 
medium to high erosion rates, but in areas with lower 
rates of  erosion, planting vegetation, installation of  
offshore breakwaters or a combination of  vegetative 
plantings with erosion control blankets and offshore 
breakwaters might provide protection of  shoreline while 

maintaining natural coastal processes.
 If  shoreline erosion is occurring on property, 
some type of  shoreline protection might be needed.  
The following steps should be taken to determine the 
proper erosion control alternative along with meeting 
the state and federal requirements to allow construction 
in coastal, public waters:

Conduct site assessment to determine the amount 
of  shoreline to be protected, feasibility and type of  
structures that can be installed.
Project design and cost estimate. 
Apply and receive permit.
Hire contractor and construct project.

 The cost table on page 2 of  this document 
provides cost estimates of  shoreline erosion products 
and a sample list of  available products. There are other 
options available, and the costs are only estimates.  
 To inquire about shoreline protection products, 
contact a marine contractor or other erosion control 
specialist.   

•

•
•
•

Shoreline Protection Products: 
Cost Estimates
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