What isaWater shed?
An area of land from which all the water,
sediment, and dissolved material drains(runs
downhill) to the same location such as a stream,
pond, lake, river, wetland, estuary, or ocean. Zrigler

Dog River Watershed e n
Thiswatershed islocated in ahighly developed Uid =1 Shel|

urban-suburban area. It covers 95 sguare miles + .
with 56% located in the City of Mobile and the

remaining 44% in Mobile County. The Dog River xb
has problems often found with urban watersheds [
and it needs your help.
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Problems in the Dog River Watershed \

v" TRASH and DEBRIS

Any trash, debris, and contaminants on streets, i
parking lots, or yardswill wash down storm drains — - *.'\-z
or drainage ditches and ultimately end up in the
Dog River. Thisisunsightly, unsanitary, and a
threat towildlife.

v" EROSION
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Erosioniscaused by channelization, shoreline o,
alteration, and increased rain water runoff due to /!“" )
increased impervious surface (land covered by
paved areas that can’'t soak up rain). Erosion can
cause loss of property, damage to streets and
buildings, and increasesiltation.

v SILTATION/TURBIDITY
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A magjor causeiserosion, particularly at
construction siteswhich lack erosion control Filas
practices or haveimproperly installed and/or [ I ]
maintained erosion control devices such as hay a ' E
bales, silt fences, etc. Siltation and turbidity posea
threat to aquatic vegetation and bottom dwelling
(benthic) organisms.

v" OTHER PROBLEMS
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Map courtesy of Heather Boone, Department of Geology and Geography, University of South Alabama. For
Other problemsincludefecal coliform bacteria moreinformation on Dog River’ sWatershed visit thewebs te at www.usouthal .edu/geography/fearn/480page/

from broken sewer linesand failing septic tanks,  dogriver.html
elevated nutrient concentration because of runoff

from lawnsand golf courses, shoreline alteration,

loss of wetlands, and waterfront devel opment




Things YOU can do on a Long Term Basis.
Adopt-A-Stream

You can adopt a stream through the PALS
(People Against A Littered State) program. To

find out how, call the number bel ow.

Water Quality Monitoring

Through Alabama Water Watch, you can
become acertified volunteer water quality monitor
and can start testing water at a site of your
choosing. You can also become certified to do
bacteriol ogical monitoring to analyze water for E.
coli.
ThingsYou Can Do At Home
Don't put anything down storm drains
including leavesand grass clippings.
Don't put too much fertilizer or pesticide on
your lawn. Don’'t use any if itisgoingto rain.
Wash your car on the lawn, NOT the paved
driveway.
Pick up trash in front of your house or on your
street.
Take care of your septic tank. It needsto be
pumped out every three to five years.

For moreinformation, please contact:
Auburn MarineCenter
4170 CommandersDir.
Mobile, Al 36615
(334) 438-5690

SARPC
651 Church St.
Mobile, Al 36602
(334) 433-6541

ADECA, Coastal Programs Office
1208 Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526
(334) 626-0042

Auburn University
Marine Extension
& Research Center
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Jody A. Scanlan, Environmental Educator. Original
preparation by J.J. Bachant, former Environmental
Educator.

Printing of this document was funded by the Alabama Department of i
Economic and Community Affairs, Coastal Program with funds provided by “{I ﬂ
the Environmental Protection Agency — Gulf of Mexico Program and A
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Funding for this

project was originally provided by the South Alabama Regiona Planning i
Commission and made possible by a grant from the Alabama Department of m p
Environmental Management and the United States Environmental
Protection Agency. It is aso partially a result of research sponsored by the
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium and NOAA, Office of Sea Grant,
Department of Commerce, under Grant No. NA86RG0039.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work in agriculture and
home economics, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, and other related acts,
in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Alabama :
Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M University and Auburn
University) offers educational programs, materials, and equal opportunity
employment to all people without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability.
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